
Exam board AQA



Sketchbook counts towards 80% for both of the above.



Mock exam until 

22nd October

Counts towards 
coursework!

Improvement time

Until 23rd Nov

Continue with 
coursework WB 
12th March

Exam prep

Exam dates 1-3rd May

(subject to change)



There are four assessment categories

Research

Use and exploration of materials

Developing ideas

Realisation (making final piece/s) 

All sketchbook!



 Boundaries 
are not static 
and are 
likely to 
move each 
year.



 Students cannot reach their targets by classwork alone!

 Students are allowed to work on sketchbooks at home but not final pieces.

 Each student should be working on their sketchbook an estimated 3hrs/ week 

(usually more around the exam time).

 A good exam grade can improve an overall GCSE grade by two levels or more.

 Unfortunately the opposite applies!



 Independence and planning for their Art exams (both mock and 

actual).

 For both the mock and actual exam, students choose from a starting point and 

independently develop ideas supported by the teacher.

 There are no wrong outcomes, just better solutions!

 The best and most rewarding work created by students is personally driven.

 Encourage students to get out and about – collecting primary research.



Ideally completed by students



 A primary source is one that you study directly from first-hand experience. 
Primary sources can be natural objects, artefacts, places, people or events. 

Photograph

A combination of all of these is best!

Collect

& Write!

Sketch & paint



 A primary source is one that you study directly from first-hand experience. 
Primary sources can be natural objects, artefacts, places, people or events. 

Visit Experience

&



Change your viewpoint Experience objects, images, people or places 

in different lighting conditions



Respond emotionally to the subject



SECONDARY RESEARCH
 A secondary source is material produced by others. Secondary sources can be 

reproductions of images and artefacts, photographs, film, video or web-based material.. 

A combination of all of these is best!

Other mediaBooks

Magazines 

& newspapers
TV & Film The internet!

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwitta6Q0pncAhUFDuwKHSMSAd4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://99u.adobe.com/articles/57148/a-guide-to-design-book-publishing-for-the-non-rich-and-non-famous&psig=AOvVaw3VkDdR1NAyStsFT8URok7P&ust=1531487621731957


YOU CAN CHOOSE TO USE IMAGERY FROM ONE 
CONTEXT IN A NEW OR INNOVATIVE WAY. FOR EXAMPLE:

Inspired by art & design to recreate



https://www.studentartguide.co

m/articles/art-sketchbook-ideas

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-sketchbook-ideas


All coursework and exam 

resources will be uploaded 

throughout the year.



 Homework Diary – use as a constant reminder – also will have resources uploaded.



 Student Art Guide – an excellent resource with ideas & links for GCSE & A Level students





 Actively support by encouraging investigation…

Getting out and about/ encouraging photographing sketching, visiting galleries & other.

 Monitoring independent work.

Checking tasks set against homework diary and Google classroom for resources.

Look at planning sheets filled out in lesson.

 Making sure that there is an active response to feedback and targets given.

 Encourage to attend Art sessions after school (most evenings).

 Always contact teacher if unsure/ unhappy.

gbloor@helston.cornwall.sch.uk



A real students’ 

answers who later 

went to study 

medicine



 Facts about students staying behind?

gbloor@helston.cornwall.sch.uk


