Scrooge and
Bob are both
working late
on Christmas
Eve.

Scrooge turns down
Fred’s invitation,
scorns the charity
collectorsand
reluctantly gives Bob

Christmas Day off.

I AO2: Technical analysis I

Although the basic narrative is in
chronological order, the spirits are able to
manipulate time to suggest their power.
The continual references to time (running
out) drives the plot and builds tension

Is the happy ending foreshadowed by the

fact that Scrooge’s mean father had a
change of heart? Anything s possible.

The reader inherently trusts the
omniscient narrator, due to their light-
hearted, conversational, and occasionally
sarcastic, tone. They encourage us to
dislike Scrooge, initially, before making us
sympathise with him by the end.

Repetition and hyperbolic lists help to
exaggerate the atmosphere (often
celebration). It can also act as to quicken
the pace and add excitement.

Sensory language is used to bring a scene
to life. Likewise personification brings life
to abstract concepts (I&W) or settings.

The novellais allegorical, meaning it has
a moral message hidden within it.

Si

T —
iles are frequently used to lighten the

mood. Whereas, metaphors are often
used to darken it.
———————————
Dickens often darkens the mood to
highlight his message about social
responsibility: Marley, I&W, Joe’s shop.

(T ————
Much like a piece of drama, pay attention

to the dialogue. Descriptions of the
speaker’s manner and body language
indicate their thoughts and feelings, as
well as their choice of words. Compare
the Cratchits before and after TT’s death.
(—————
Questions are also cleverly employed by
Dickens. The narrator asks questions to
engage the reader or leaves them
unanswered to force them to reflect. Past
uses questions to make Scrooge consider
his emotions. Present uses them to force
Scrooge to consider his attitude.
Scrooge’s questions in S4 indicate his
determination to change. Although
they’re aimed at Scrooge, the spirits’
questions indirectly make the reader
consider their own attitude.

Poverty:

John Malthus argued
that poverty was
inevitable and there
wasn’t enough to go
around. Dickens, in
contrast believed that
the rich just needed to
be more generous.
Initially, Scrooge
represents the uncaring
attitudes of Malthus et
al., who wrongly (or so
Dickens said) thought
that charity encouraged
poverty and advocated
workhouses. Dickens
knew about the plight
of the poor, having
grown up in poverty,
and wanted to raise
awareness; hence the
sympathetic Cratchits.

S1 = character flaws
52/3/4 = lessons
S5 = completes the circular
structure where mirrored events
emphasise the change in Scrooge

“Andso, as Tiny 7

observed, God bless us,

Lt
Tim will survive, and
that Scrooge

ki oné!’

celebrates Christmas
for the rest of his life.

The next day Scrooge
gives Bob a pay rise.

He buys the Cratchits a

huge turkey then joins

Fred and his friends for
Christmas dinner.

completely changed.
He laughs, dances and
wishes passers-by a
Merry Christmas.

Scrooge finds himself
back in his own bed on
Christmas Day.

Ghost that he will
honour Christmas and
change the course of

his life.

Scrooge to a graveyard
and points to a grave
with Scrooge’s name

on it.

visit the Cratchits
again. He's upset to
find out that Tiny Tim
has died.
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We're told that Tiny Scrooge has Scrooge promises the The Ghost takes Scrooge and the Ghost Scrooge is shown a

corpse under a bed
sheet and a woman
rejoicing that her debt
collectoris dead




